Examining Dark Money

How Dark Money is behind the current chaos....
....why itisn’t it being talked about
...and why we must.
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Some goals of this presentation:
- To empower you to influence your legislators
- To empower you to influence your local political
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See further resources at the Salon duc Tape archives afterwards (ncalf.org)

* this slide deck
e an online bibliography
links to my 2 blogs (both have a search feature):
e ‘Examining Dark Money’
* ‘Kod@iland: the book’ (not as complete)
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https://darkmoneyexamined.blogspot.com/p/introduction.html
https://kochland-the-book.blogspot.com/

My two blogs are:
Examining Dark Money:.

https://darkmoneyexamined.blogspot.com/

Kochland

My bibliograph}
https://docs.go
1HWLS5W(
usp=sharil

Bocument/d/
fNAKNNKNuUsNawrOlvwGPx57TSW9c/edit?
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What this presentation will focus on:

- Show Dark Money’s history (as far as possible)
- Ho
- Th

- Ho
of fe |

+ Th

Rark Money Is currently affecting politics

NE operators behind Dark Money

oney has captured the three branches
ernment

ehind Dark Money
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What this presentation will partially focus on:

- How to correct the influence of Dark Money

be discussed in the Q&A period)
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What this presentation will not focus on:

Trumpg ymptom, not the cause, of the current
dysfu )N,..SO It IS Incorrect to think stopping
Trump Will\fixithis problem. Dark Money will
continue alfer Trump is gone.
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Why should we understand where Dark Money came from?

The trouble with a man who doesn’t
understand the past, is that he doesn’t
understand the present...

In other words:

If we’re going to counteract Dark Money,
we first have to know where it's coming
from, who’s causing it, and how it’s being
used

G.K. Chesterton .
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Why Dark Money Matters

All three branches of the federal government — the judicial, legislative &
executive — have been captured by a single political group, the MAGA faction
of the Republican Party

The has eliminated the checks and balances that were part of the original
desig@ of the Constitution
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Historical precedents

There three historical events in US politics
relevant to today’s unprecedented circumstances:

— During the 1930s, FDR’s relief programs intended to directly aid the
)ple suffering from the Great Depression, created something new in the US,

susceptible to'ly
person; but, in.
Money, not jus
contend with....

ase, the cause is from the conservative forces behind Dark
€ person. And now we have social media & misinformation to
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Historical precedents

IR 0 1971, the infamous ‘Powell memo’, written by soon-

to-be-nominated Supreme Court justice Lewis Powell wrote a long indictment of the

political unrest of the times, calling on corporate America to ‘defend itself’, and get

politically organized and involved. It stirred many conservative donors to action,

including Wseph Coors and Richard Scaife. (see DM blog, ‘Powell memo’) and was
e roots of how Dark Money began its political influence.
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e Cash donations to specific federal political campaigns through PACs,
bypassing political party channels

* Donations to front groups to influence local and state elections
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Best online reference for learning about money in politics:

opensecrets.org

- ﬂ POLITICO
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https://www.opensecrets.org/dark-money

Best recent book about money in state-level politics: State Capture by Alex Hertel-Fernandez

SIATE
CAPTURE

HOW CONSERVATIVE ACTIVISTS,
BIG BUSINESSE ND WEALTHY DONORS
RESHAPED THE AMERIC STATES—
AND THE NATION

ALEXANDER HERTEL-FERNANDEZ

Read sample

Follow the author @

Alexander

Hertel-Fern... Follow

April 11, 2025

State Capture: How Conservative Activists, Big Businesses, and
Wealthy Donors Reshaped the American States -- and the Nation

by Alex Hertel-Fernandez (Author)

4.6 v (21) 4.0 on Goodreads 53 ratings See all formats and editions

Most Americans pay little attention to the massive number of elections that occur at the state level every year. Yet
cumulatively, a party's success in state-level races across the country can produce major shifts in policymaking and
governance. That is precisely what has happened in the US since 2010. In a wave election that year, the Republican Party
began their ascendancy in state-level elections, and by 2016 had solidified their dominance. The party now fully controls 25
state legislatures and governorships-one of the largest advantages either party has had since the New Deal.

After the GOP wave, a broad swathe of states began considering and enacting a near-identical set of conservative priorities-
often even using the exact same text. Where did this flood of new legislation come from? How did so many states arrive at
the same proposals at precisely the same time? As Alexander Hertel-Fernandez shows in the eye-opening State Capture, the
answer can be found in a trio of powerful interest groups: the Koch Brothers-run Americans for Prosperity (AFP), the
American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC), and the State Policy Network (SPN). Drawing from an impressive evidence
base, Hertel-Fernandez explains how, since the 1970s, conservative activists, wealthy donors, and big businesses
constructed a right-wing "troika" of overlapping and influential lobbying groups.

But it is about more than this. It also teases out how conservative-corporate mobilization has fostered epochal shifts in the
American political economy: the decline of unions, party polarization, and the skyrocketing concentration of wealth. State
Capture will be essential reading for anyone interested in understanding contemporary American politics.

A Read less

Ej Report an issue with this product or seller

ISBN-10 ISBN-13 Publisher Publication date Language

i [ :

0190870796 978-0190870799 Oxford University February 4, 2019 English
Press

Salon duc Tape: Examining Dark Money



Rough History of Dark Money

1) Pre-Citizens United (1970s-2009)
2) Citizens United watershed decision, January 10, 2010

3) Post-Gitizens United (2010 to present)

Se iIne for the History of Dark Money for specfic events
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Pre-Citizens United era

* Dark Money foundations began in the 1970s with individual right wing
donors

 Reagan administration (1980-89) pushes conservative agenda, sets
foundati@n for future deregulation
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Citizens United watershed decision, January 10, 2010

* The Citizens United SCOTUS decision was strategically planned
but kept quiet.

* The decision has been extensively analyzed in retrospect.

* Intensi iINg.for the appointment of conservative justices,
combing vish gifts to them, including travel to conservative
sorts, have all contributed to this unfortunate

seminar§in Qosnye:
outcome.® *
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Post-Citizens United era

* PAC spending has escalated each year since with no end in sight

* Dark Money goal of capturing all 3 branches succeeds with 2024
electigns

o public awareness of the consequences, dramatically
~ ith Trump 1l in 2025 vis a vis the April 5 ‘Hands Off!’
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DM history

1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020

Pre-Citizens United
. David Koch runs for president on Libertarian party.
+1980-01-01 - 1980-12-30

. Koch brothers form Citizens for a Sound Economy (CSE), a political group, with Ron Paul as its f
11984-01-01 - 1984-12-30

. Charles Koch develops blueprint for transforming politics.
11987

. Citizens for a Sound Economy splits into seps
12004

. Tea Party candidates successfully v
12009-01-01 - 2009-01-31

‘ Birth of the Tea Party
12009-02-19

. Thousands attend Tea Party rallies
12009-02-27

. Paul Krugman labels the Tea Party
12009-04-01

. Fox News runs nonstop coverage
»2009-06-01- 2009-08-31
CITIZENS UNITED ERA BEGINS

SCOTUS issues Citizens United r
»2010-01-21

Timeline History of Dark Money...(click to see online timeline)
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https://www.preceden.com/timelines/1257860-dm-history

Other Strategies of Dark Money:

* Perfected ‘quick attack’ ad campaigns to defeat rival politicians
(see Dark Money documentary for an example in Montana)

* Developed strategies to take over state legislatures based on

* Aided N 8&ring the takeover of the Supreme Court (see
‘The Sch ¥ videos by Senator Sheldon Whitehouse on
| Jending an estimated $500 million to do it
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Other Strategies of Dark Money (continued):

* Pressure universities to accept conservative faculty

* Pressure universities to allow radical right speakers on
campws, even though unpopular with students (see
ycampus.org)

* Us suits to silence activists
 Useghe@ilizens United ruling to strike down state laws
agail te money in politics (e.g. Montana 2012)

ainst Public Participation
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https://www.unkochmycampus.org/

What is the Dark Money Strategy in general?

The strategy is to take over the three branches of government so there are no
checks & balances to stop corporate dominance of the government, and
business can operate in an anarchistic environment, free of regulation (both
environmental and worker safety)

The tacf . t0 get people elected who agree with these goals, regardless of
their co Rglbackground.

The electi

campaign as. voter disenfranchisement, flooding of social media, and
harassme
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The Mindset Behind Dark Money

All Dark Money actions are ultimately created by specific people.

So, understanding the mindset of such people is key to counteracting their
strategies.

erview of how Dark Money has conducted its strategies in general

Q
Flnally, 'Sl exaNgine a prime operator in more detail because understanding

April 11, 2025 Salon duc Tape: Examining Dark Money



1) Invest in conservative intellectuals to produce ‘raw product’

2) Investgn conservative think tanks to turn the raw product into

polj hat could be implemented
3) Su zen groups’ (i.e. astroturf groups) & ‘special
Intere ssure elected officials to implement the policies
or bettée oSt In campaigns to elect the officials who would
implementi es directly. This multi-pronged approach

earned the orethers the name of The Kochtopus.

* to see connection of Richard Fink, search ‘Fink’ on the DM blog
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How Dark Money operates...

FEB. 2009

P Pl ) 007/42 e B £ (= o ]

SUBSCRIBE

The History of the Tea Party in Four Minutes
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https://youtu.be/uNoiqigl2qQ?si=MeiUmAXvNrdQ573n

A prime mover Behind Dark Money: Charles Koch
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Facts about the Kochs

* Father Fred Koch got his start building refineries for Hitler & Stalin

* Extremely domineering father who beat his four sons & was a founding member of
John Birch Society

* Charles, the 2" oldest, indoctrinated at 22 into free market ideology at the Freedom
School in Colorado Springs (search ‘Freedom School’ on DM blog)

Became (& O of Koch Industries at 32 when Fred Koch died in 1967

d his father’s businesses in refineries, pipelines and ranching, expanded

% diversified companies

family dispute with his older brother, Frederick, whom they

suspect forcing him out of their father’s will and his share of his
inheritamge
* Koch Inc sordid history of cheating customers, evading environmental

dramatic injuries to its workers and even the innocent public
book.blogspot.com)
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Koch%2C_Inc.
https://kochland-the-book.blogspot.com/

Selected incidents in the history of Koch, Inc:*
(see blogs for details)

1973 — Koch breaks a strong union at the Pine Bend refinery after 7 month strike; refinery
nearly destroyed by sabotage in the process (KL blog; search ‘pine bend’)

* 1995 — Don Carlson dies of cancer after working for Koch for 21 years, because the
company failed to share information about his blood tests showing benzene; then refused to
admit it wagg'work related’, preventing his wife from getting workmans comp; she battles for

* Aug 24 wao_teens burned alive in car explosion due to negligence to fix a leaking
pipeli gest personal injury settlement in Texas history (DM blog; search
‘Lively

e QOctober pdustries convicted in multi-year investigation of stealing millions

from Indi N g@8@sand tederal lands (KL blog; search ‘oil theft’)

* In 2024, Koch Industries changed its name to Koch, Inc
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Dark Money Mindset Characterics

The leading characteristics are:

* Secrecy

* Top-down, autocratic chain of command

» Use of force instead of cooperation in public actions, preferably financing in
secret t@achieve its ends

e Ext bertarianism: a maniacle belief in the supremacy of the private sector

(Sgdlomic policy
pd of public services and investment in the public good
CB -

» Zero pt of Miblic service for the good of all
 Male gomi@ed, continuation of old fashioned patriarchy
* Supres minine
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Opposite Dark Money Mindset Characterics

The following opposite tactics can be used:
 Transparency & honesty

* Democratic, open leadership

* Using cooperation & non-violence in public actions
Embra )g public investment in the publlc good

. climate change and need for environmental quality
mg of leadership roles
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