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The Great Turning & You

A new way to look at the world…

and engage in positive change.
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The disadvantage of men not knowing the past 
is that they do not know the present. 

G. K. Chesterton (1933)  
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Background
● Lifelong quest to understand! 

(1953-1982)
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Background
● Lifelong quest to understand! 

(1953-1982)

Buckminster Fuller, inventor of
geodesic dome & other things
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Background
● Lifelong quest to understand! 

(1953-1982)
● Climbing hiatus (1983-1992)

North Ridge on Spearhead Mtn, RMNP, Aug 22, 2009
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Background
● Lifelong quest to understand! 

(1953-1982)
● Climbing hiatus (1983-1992)
● Disillusionment (1992-2008)
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Background
● Lifelong quest to understand! 

(1953-1982)
● Climbing hiatus (1983-1992)
● Disillusionment (1992-2008)
● Redemption (2008-2018)



The Great Turning & You                                                                                      by Rick Casey   Salon duc Tape, 9/25/20The Great Turning & You                                                                                      by Rick Casey   Salon duc Tape, 9/25/20

Background
● Lifelong quest to understand! 

(1953-1982)
● Climbing hiatus (1983-1992)
● Disillusionment (1992-2008)
● Redemption (2008-2018)

Performing SuperCorp or the Saga of the One Percent vs the Ninety-
nine Percent, at the Mercury Cafe, Jan 21, 2011, after a Denver rally 
on the anniversary of Citizens United, a play I wrote in reaction to the 
Citizens United decision, and reading 2 books on corporate 
constitutional rights.
(It’s up on YouTube. See the Bibligraphy.)
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Background
● Lifelong quest to understand! 

(1953-1982)
● Climbing hiatus (1983-1992)
● Disillusionment (1992-2008)
● Redemption (2008-2018)
● Renewed quest! (2018-now)My blog about Dark Money by Jane Mayer. Vitally important book 

to understand the current political situation in US.
(See Bibliography) 
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The Great Turning & You

What is it? 
How can it help? 

How can it help me?
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The Great Turning & You
What is it? 

A practical vision for a better world, based on scientific, historical and political evidence. 

The term was first coined by Joanna Macy, but articulated and developed by David 
Korten, in his book The Great Turning (2005). 

In that book, Korten articulates how we need to move in the direction of Earth 
Communities and away from economic globalization -- using many examples from history 
and current events to explain how we have arrived at our current situation.

https://www.joannamacy.net/
https://davidkorten.org/home/great-turning/
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The Great Turning & You
How can it help? 

The Great Turning can help in so many ways…

Fundamentally, it rejects the dominator model of organizing society, which should be 
replaced by the cooperative model (Korten was inspired by Eisler for this idea).

Korten advises changing the story preached by Empire, to our natural story of how and 
where we truly originated --- and how to fulfill our larger role of the true development of 
our human potential by focusing on changing the institutions that Empire built.   

Korten & Eisler’s books are full of practical examples on how to do that. 
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The Great Turning & You
How can it help me? 

In my experience, learning a story that explains the origins of Empires, and how this has 
shaped not only our history but how we are conditioned to act in our gender roles, was 

EXTREMELY CATHARTIC!

You will have to read their books to see if they have the same effect on you…but I am 
much better equipped mentally to deal with the current stress we see in the news. 

It has motivated me to get involved in spreading its inspiring message. 
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The Great Turning & You
How can it help me? (continued) 

One way of imagining this cathartic effect: what if you learned that most of what you had 
been taught all your life about society and how you should act in it...was a lie?

But then you learned the truth about the history of society...which was hard to deal with at 
first...but really did explain reality...wouldn’t you feel more at peace with yourself, more 
centered, more at ease with the imperfections of today’s world? 

Ultimately, I think the direction of The Great Turning will help us fulfill our roles in all 
spheres of our lives: personal, social, political and professional. 
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The Great Turning & You
What’s next? 

In the next phase of the presentation, you will get a quick overview of a six week online 
course that I have developed for the Osher Institute. 

As a takeaway, I will provide the bibliography for the course, containing the references to 
Korten, Eisler and so many others.

The overview will on the final lesson: Where to go from here?

https://tgtau.rickcasey.net/courses/the-great-turning-you/

https://tgtau.rickcasey.net/courses/the-great-turning-you/
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The Great Turning & You

In conclusion, the Big Ideas are...
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Replacing the story of Empire 
with the story Earth Community:

● Teach real history: the violent past of Empires, the suppression of women
● Teach instead our inherent connection to community and the Universe
● Promote the equality of gender, especially in the workplace & politics
● Stop applying the dominator model, in everything from the local police to 

international fight against terrorism
● Begin in earnest the need to adapt to climate change, and policies that address 

global overpopulation
● Replacing the teaching of Economics with Ecological Economics!
● Begin to consciously cultivate local self-reliance, particularly for energy and food; 

de-emphasize the fragile global supply chain
● Give rights to Nature in our legal system
● Give more rights to local communities to self-govern in our legal system 
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The Great Turning & You

In conclusion, 
We are the ones we’ve been waiting 
for...the future can’t wait…
it is here and it is now. 

Let’s get busy!


