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How the United 
States elects the 
President currently



The Electoral 
College



“Each State shall appoint, in 

such Manner as the 

Legislature thereof may 

direct, a number of 

Electors…”

Article II, Section I
U.S. Constitution



Statewide
“Winner Take 
All” 
Laws



Problems resulting 
from the current 
system



5 of 46 
Presidents 
lost the 
popular vote

Election Won Election Won Popular Vote

2016 Donald Trump Hillary Clinton

2000 George W. Bush Al Gore

1888 Benjamin Harris Grover Cleveland

1876 Rutherford Hayes Samuel Tilden

1824 John Quincy Adams Andrew Jackson



2 “near misses” 
in last 20 years



Battleground 
State 
Advantage #1

Picking the 
President

2012
12 states received 100% of the 

general-election campaign 
events

2016
12 states received 94% of the 

general-election campaign 
events

2020
12 states received 96% of the 

general-election campaign 
events



Battleground 
State 
Advantage #2

Funding: 
Federal Grants

Between 1996 and 2008, 
battleground states received 
7.6% more federal grants, 
worth 5.7% more grant dollars 
every year than safe states. 



Battleground 
State 
Advantage #2

Funding:
Disaster 
Declarations

Highly competitive swing 
states get 2x as many disaster 
declarations as 
non-competitive states.

Andrew Reeves, Political Disaster: 
Unilateral Powers, Electoral incentives, and 
Presidential Disaster Declarations



Battleground 
State 
Advantage #3

Shaping Policy

 



The candidate winning less popular votes can (and 
frequently does) win the election.  

Every American’s vote is not equal. 

Candidates routinely ignore the voters in 38 states, 
while focusing all of their attention on the swing 
states. 

The 
Winner-Take-
All System 
Is Hurting 
America



How we should 
elect the president





An agreement among the states that guarantees the 
U.S. presidency to the candidate who receives the 
most popular votes in all 50 states and D.C.

The compact replaces state winner-take-all laws with 
new state laws that award their electoral votes to the 
candidate who wins the popular vote in all 50 states 
and DC. 

The bill only goes into effect when states with 270 
electoral votes have been committed to the compact. 

National 
Popular Vote 
bill



72% of the 
way towards 
electing the 
President by 
National 
Popular Vote



2020 Colorado 
Ballot 
Initiative



Debunking 
common 
misconceptions



Started in 2006

Nonpartisan 
solution 
putting 
voters first



“Each State shall appoint, in 

such Manner as the 

Legislature thereof may 

direct, a number of 

Electors…”

Article II, Section I
U.S. Constitution



Congressional consent is only necessary for interstate 
compacts that “encroach upon or interfere with the 
just supremacy of the United States.” 

- US Steele v. Multi-State Tax Commission

The choice of method of appointing presidential 
electors is an “exclusive” and “plenary” state power, 
thus there is no encroachment on federal authority. 

Congressional 
Consent



States cannot withdraw from the compact between 
July 20 of a presidential election year and the 
inauguration on January 20 of the following year. 

Enforceable by the Impairments Clause of the U.S. 
Constitution. 

Withdrawing 
From 
Compact



Framers took 30 votes over 22 days on how to elect 
the president, not a single one of those was on the 
winner-take-all method. 

It wasn’t until 1828 that a majority of the states had 
adopted the winner-take-all method of awarding 
electoral votes, 41 years after the drafting of the 
constitution. 

Founders 
didn’t create 
the current 
system of 
electing the 
president



Framers of the constitution left if up to the states to 
decide how electors were chosen. We are looking to 
state legislatures to change their state laws, exactly 
as the framers intended.

Founders 
didn’t create 
the current 
system of 
electing the 
president



Recounts will 
be handled the 
same way 
under a 
National 
Popular 
Vote

Counting the votes in the first place isn’t impossible, 
counting them a 2nd or 3rd time before the deadline in 
December isn’t impossible either.

Currently, recount laws vary from state to state. Any 
recount issues we’d theoretically have under National 
Popular Vote could happen just as easily now. 



The small states are the most disadvantaged and 
ignored group of states under the current 
state-by-state winner-take-all method of awarding 
electoral votes. 

Under our current system, power comes from being a 
closely divided battleground state and nowhere else.

Small states 
don’t benefit 
from the 
current 
system



Candidates 
won’t just 
campaign in 
large states



National Popular Vote will make every vote equal

Large cities 
won’t 
“control”    
the election



Candidates will campaign in all 50 states.

Every voter in every state will be relevant in 
presidential elections for the first time.

Campaigning 
under a 
National 
Popular Vote





You Can 
Help!

Helping in other states

Phone Bank

Write Letter to the Editor

Spread the word on social media

Reach out to family & friends about this issue!

www.NationalPopularVote.com/Volunteer



Questions 



www.NationalPopularVote.com
www.NationalPopularVote.com/write

www.NationalPopularVote.com/volunteer


